Waterfront Wisdom — Healthy Habit #7:
Properly Maintain Your Boats and Other Recreational
Vehicles
As a waterfront homeowner, you have a unique opportunity to contribute to the health of your local waterway. Many activities we conduct near
the waterfront, in our lawns and gardens and around our home, impact water quality. This is even more critical to riparian homeowners because
runoff doesn’t have far to travel before reaching the water. We can prevent water pollution by being aware that our actions DO impact water
quality. We can all make a difference by practicing Healthy Habits for Clean Water.

Challenge: Harmful chemicals, excess nutrients
and aquatic invasive species that harm native aquatic life
and degrade water quality.
Cause: Oil and gasoline from boats and other
recreational vehicles can contaminate water supplies and
harm aquatic life. Detergents and chemicals that may be
used to wash boats and vehicles could end up in storm
drains if washed on paved surfaces. Aquatic invasive
species negatively impact habitat and recreation.

Solution: Careful selection and use of nontoxic cleaners on boats and vehicles will
protect water quality. Close inspection of
boats and trailers prior to moving them to
other waterbodies is crucial to prevent the
spread of aquatic invasive species.

What you can do
Wash Boats and Vehicles: Wash boats and vehicles on the
grass or at a manual car washing facility to avoid runoff of chemicals and
detergents into lakes and streams.
Use Non-toxic Cleaners: Wash boats and recreational

vehicles with phosphate-free soaps and avoid solvent-based cleaners. The
best and most natural cleaner is plain old water. Wash boats with water,
elbow grease and a coarse cloth. Other natural cleaners include: baking
soda, borax and lemon or lime juice.

Dump No Waste! Do not put waste, such as used motor oil, down
a storm drain. Storm drains lead directly to our lakes and streams. Properly
dispose of used fluids at your local service stations or household hazardous
waste drop-off site.
Check For Leaks: Use appropriate containers for gas, oil or other

fluids and ensure proper maintenance. Clean up leaks onto pavement
promptly with an appropriate absorbent material, such as kitty litter. Dispose
of properly.

Clean and Dry: Anything that comes into contact with the water
such as equipment, clothing, dogs, etc. should be thoroughly cleaned and
dried.
Return to Sender: Do not release plants, fish or animals into a
body of water unless they came out of that body of water.

Don’t Pick Up Hitchhikers: Prior to moving your watercraft to other bodies
of water, ensure that the boat’s hull, propeller and trailer are completely free of water and
plants that could easily be transported to other area waterways that you may visit. Dispose
of unused bait into the trash. Never dump it into the water.

For more information, go to www.oakgov.com/riparian

