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Two Rivers Coalition 
 501(c)3 formed in 2009 

 
 A membership organization 

 
 Our Mission -  working to protect  

the health of the Black River and  
Paw Paw River Watersheds through 
conservation,  
education, and  
advocacy. 
 

 Our Vision –  
         Clean rivers and lakes 



2 Watersheds 
4 Counties  
1 Tribal Nation 
30 Townships 
18 Cities/Villages  



Watershed Management Plans 

www.TwoRiversCoalition.org 

 

• Maps 
• Photos 
• Fascinating   

 facts and  
  figures  

• Action plans 



Major Partners - 2014 
 Van Buren Conservation District 
 Van Buren County Drain Commissioner 
 Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
 Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 
 Bangor -South Haven Heritage Water Trail Association 
 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 
 Berrien County Road Commission 
 Cardno JFNew 
 City of South Haven  
 Village of Paw Paw  
 Paw Paw Library 
 Foundry Hall 
 Celery Pond Advocates 



Conservation, Education & Advocacy 
 Website and E-News 

 

 TRC Blog 
 

 Watershed Signs 
 

 Educational Presentations 
 

 Get People on the Water 
 

 Volunteer Stream Monitoring 
 

 Support Partners’ Work 
 



•Being informed and engaged is key. 
 

•A one-stop-shop for information on issues and how to 
improve and protect our water. 

www.TwoRiversCoalition.org  



Let It Flow Blog 
( 2nd Year ) 

 Tipping Points... 
Or Why I Rode a Bus All 
Night  to NYC  
 

 Plastic Perdition 
 

 Everglades Epistle 
 

 Apples and Cherries and the  
Jet Stream, Oh My! 



Watershed Boundary Signs 
 

Berrien County Road Commission 



Paw Paw Library Rain Garden  

 



Presentations/Workshops 



Fundraising Events with Foundry Hall 
 



Paddles and Outings 

www.MichiganWaterTrails.org 



River Rescue 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Van-Buren-Conservation-District/359174127280�


Black & Paw Paw Rivers -  
Bacteria Monitoring Project 

 
 Action Plan to Reduce E coli levels 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:EscherichiaColi_NIAID.jpg�


Septic Systems 

Pump It Every 
Three Years! 



Reducing Sediment 
360 acres of No Till 
230 acres Mulch Till 
1,400  acres Cover Crops 
11 acres Filter Strips 
6 acres of Grassed Waterway 
 
 
 

= 6,869 TONS 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Van-Buren-Conservation-District/359174127280�


Improving Water Quality in the 
South Branch Watershed 

 Survey Farmers 
 
 Agricultural BMPs 
 460 acres cover crop 

 

 15 acre Wetland  
Restoration and  
Easement 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Van-Buren-Conservation-District/359174127280�


Increasing Membership & Support 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Contacts & 
Members 

475 592 694 777 791 ? 

Annual Meeting 
Attendance 

65 73 75 69 69 76 



We make a living by what we do,  
but we make a life by what we give Winston Churchill 

 Make a Donation to TRC 
 Take an active role 
 Talk about issues & about 

TRC to friends, local 
officials and kids! 
 

 



TRC Board of Directors 
Sam Ewbank, President 
Kevin Haight, Vice-President 
Kenneth Nesbitt, Treasurer 
Joe Parman, Secretary 
Tom Howe 
Frank Jurenka 
Grant Poole 
Joe Von Wahlde 
Bette Pierman 
Colleen Forestieri 
 
 

Volunteers don’t 
just do the work ~ 
they make it work. 
- Carol Pettit 
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