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Two Rivers Coalition

= 501(c)3 formed in 2009

= A membership organization

= Our Mission - working to protect the
health of the Black River and Paw Paw
River Watersheds through
conservation,
education, and
advocacy.

= Qur\Vision - Clean rivers and lakes
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WHAT DO WE DO?

Promote healthy lakes,
streams and rivers by:

= Encouraging Conservation
ncreasing Awareness
Promoting Good Practices
~orming Partnerships




Major Partners - 2011

Van Buren Conservation District

Van Buren County Drain Commissioner

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

Freshwater Future/River Network

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Michigan Association of Environmental Professionals
Southwest Michigan Planning Commission

Bangor South Haven Heritage Water Trail Association
Paddling Groups

City of South Haven

Village of Paw Paw (Maple Lake)

The Depot

Foundry Hall

Michigan Maritime Museum




Conservation, Education & Advocacy

Website/E-News
Campaigns
Workshops/Events
Supporting Partner Projects

Increasing Membership
& Support

Next Year...




Coalition

ABOUT US THE WATERSHEDS
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Large view calendar: Here

24-Hour Pollution
Hotlines
Play a part in keeping our
lakes, streams and rivers
clean.
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PROGRAMS

24-Hour Pollution Hotlines

Two River

Phosphorus Reduction b
Welcome!

Septic System Best Practices .
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and advocacy.

Wetland Protection and Restoration

Our goal is to be your source of information about the Black and Paw
Paw River Watersheds here in Southwest Michigan. We hope our web
site will provide you with accurate and thought provoking information
about these watersheds and the community we live in. We believe that
an informed and engaged community is the key to making this one of the
best places to live and play. Please look around and let us know if there
is information that you would like for us to include on our web site.
Looking for a specific topic? Try Search at the top of the page.

The Black and Paw Paw Rivers drain lands in Allegan, Berrien, Kalamazoo
and Van Buren Counties. The Black River flows into Lake Michigan at
South Haven. In Benton Harbor, the Paw Paw River flows into the St.
Joseph River which then flows to Lake Michigan.
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PROGRAMS NEWS AND RESOURCES MEMBERSHIP/DONATIONS

TRC 3rd Annual
Meeting

Presentations:

- Protecting public health
and water guality with well
and septic systems
inspection at time of sale.
Eric Pessel

- A light and lively look at
the geological history of SW
Michigan for the last 9,752
years! Chuck Nelson

Full details here

It's official!

SWHMLC cloged on the purchase
of the 120 acre Garvey property.
This purchase protects one mile
of frontage on the Black River
and the vital wildlife habitat that
exists there.

Click here for story and
photos.
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Is your waler ate 10 drink?

TRC 3rd Annual Mesting Wednesday, 14-Dac-11

Lawrence Conference Center - 6 30pm

Leaky septic systems can pollute our inland lakes,
streams and Lake Michigan.
Leaky septic systems may also pollute your drinking water!

failure rate was 24%! Twenty-six

percent of sites had a sewage failure condition and
22%a well failure condition, The facts are we have

Mestngreminder o your 01 UIKE M

fridge: Something

“"We want this website to be a one-stop-shop for people wanting information on water quality

issues in our community. We believe that being informed and engaged is the key to making this
community one of the best places to live and play. We all want clean water, and this website
will help get the message out on how to protect and improve our precious waterbodies.” -




Campaign - Waterfront Wisdom
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As a Waterfront Homeowner, You Have a

Unique Opportunity to Contribute to the
Health of Your Local Waterway

In Van Buren County —

opportunity for assessment
reduction!

www.TwoRiversCoalition.org




Campaign - Zero-in-the-Middle

You are not just applying
fertilizer to your lawn!

Allegan County  Effective January 1, 2009
Van Buren County Effective January 1, 2010
State of Michigan Effective January 1, 2012

LAWNS ARE STILL GREEN
OUR WATER STAYS CLEAN

Be Kind to
Our Waters
Buy
Phosphorous Free
Fertilizers

Look for 0 Two Rives

i d—=
middie! Coalition

www. TwoRiversCoalition.org




Campaign - Septic Systems

o
Houséhold
wastewater .
Distribution.
box 4 i
(optional iy & ; Gravel or
o ' crushed
stone

Pump It Every
Three Years!




2010 - Paw Paw River Odyssey

Paddling with a purpose

Hartford man travels length of Paw Paw River to draw attention
to unique waterway

By Scott Aiken — H-P Staff
Published: Sunday, November 7, 2010 1:07 PM EST

The Paw Paw River isn't known as a destination for canoeing and
kayaking.

Kevin Haight is working to change that.

To raise awareness of water quality issues in the important river
ecosystem, the Hartford resident paddled a kayak the stream's entire
66-mile length.

Haight divided his kayaking odyssey into 11 sections. Starting at the
Maple Lake Dam in Paw Paw on Aug. 22, he completed one part each
weekend, sometimes accompanied by other kayakers. He was to finish
the last leg Saturday, paddling from the Coloma Road bridge in

Riverside to Benton Harbor.

Photo courtesy Kevin Haight Kevin Haight paddles the Paw
Paw River earlier this year. To draw attention to this unigue
water system and get locals thinking about water quality,
he kayaked, in sections, all 66 miles of the stream.




Paw Paw Paddle Events

P S A y—

Dignitaries Larry Nielsen, Paw Paw Village Manager, Nadine Jarvis,
Maple Lake Association President, and Roman Plaszczak, Paw Paw
Village President join together to launch the Paw Paw River Paddle
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Transportation &

Environment Workshop
Focus on Water Quality and Flooding

Tuesday, March 22, 2011
1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Free and Open to the Public

Berrien Springs, Michigan
Andrews University, Campus Center, Lincoln Room
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Keeping Our Water Clean...

ing water, recre, nal opportunities and wi

habitat. We use water for f industry, showering. washing

clothes, flushing toilets and watering lawns. The force and beauty of

rivers and the peace and splendor of lakes attract people. Our water
resources are of major environmental, social and economic value

but they face enormous conservation challenges, Pollution

threatens our health and the health of the

atershed now and for
future generations. Pollution comes from many sources, but it’s not

too late to do your part to help.
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Wetland Protection/
Restoration

Protecting 662 acres of wetland in the
Black and Paw Paw River Watersheds!




Increasing Membership & Support

Contacts 400 506 513 (+86)

Members 86

Annual Meeting Attendance

November 30, 2010
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As you know, southwest Michigan is a unique and wonderful place to live, work and raise
families, and we owe a great deal of this to the beauty of our watersheds. Without the Black and
Paw Paw Rivers and the more than 100 inland lakes in their watersheds, our community would
be very different than it is today. Because of their appeal. many come to the area each summer
to escape the city and give their families a taste of the “good life”. Water resources provide
important environmental, social and economic values to life in southwest Michigan
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The Two Rivers Coalition is working to protect and preserve our precious rivers and lakes—
keeping the foundation of what makes life great in southwest Michigan for your family and
neighbors.
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You may be shocked to know that there is no one group or
agency responsible for keeping our waters clean and healthy. The
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*  Taking action to reduce pollution

A 5 T »  Partering in wetland preservation and restoration
JOIT‘I TWO R|vers Coalltlon at o Tnitiating legislative reforms at the Jocal and regional level
*  Producing educational materials for distribution in the watersheds
s s + Sponsoring activities such as creek clean-ups and stream bauk improvements
www.tworiverscoalition. org + Edocating those living i the Black and Paw Pav River Watersheds on how they

affect and are affected by their watershed

«  Informing and collaborating with local and connty officials to improve and profect
water quality

*  Parmering with others to improve water quality and protect important wildlife habitat



All beer/wine sales and tips benefit

Two Rivers Coalition (TRC)!

Please Drink Responsibly and
Have A Designated Driver!
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A special thanks to:
Foundry Hall for including TRC in this event.
The Depot for supplying TRC the beer and wine.




The Future

Black & Paw Paw River Bacteria Monitoring Project

(awarded)

Better Farming Practices to Protect Water Quality

SWMPC - GLC — GLRI grant — Pine/Mill Creeks (awarded)
Village of Paw Paw — 319 grant application for Maple Lake/South Branch
(pending)

LID - Bloomingdale Trail Head Projec

Septic Systems
(MAEP grant awarded)

Continue partnerships!




Do you want to keep..?
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What CanYou Do?

Make a Donation to TRC
Take an active role

"alk about issues & about
'RC

"alk to your local officials

alk to your kidS s
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TRC Board of Directors

Dave Foerster, President
Sam Ewbank, Vice-President
Matt Meersman, Treasurer
Joe Parman, Secretary

Nancy Edwards
Kevin Haight
Tom Howe
Frank Jurenka
Jean Ketchum
Kenneth Nesbitt
Joe Von Wahlde




