
2010
A Successful and Productive Year

An Overview of The People, The Projects, The Future



2 Watersheds
4 Counties 
1 Tribal nation
30 Townships
18 Cities/Villages 
50 Lakes



 501(c)3 formed in 2009

 A citizen based group

 Our Mission - working to protect 
the health of the Black River and  
Paw Paw River Watersheds through 
conservation, 
education, and 
advocacy.

 Our Vision - Clean rivers and lakes



Promote healthy lakes, 
streams and rivers by:

 Encouraging Conservation
 Increasing Awareness
 Promoting Good Practices
 Forming Partnerships



 Board of Directors
 Partners
 Local Governmental 

Officials
 Members 
 Interested Citizens



 Van Buren Conservation District
 Van Buren County Drain Commissioner
 The Nature Conservancy
 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
 Freshwater Future/River Network
 MDNRE, Water Bureau
 Michigan Association of Environmental Professionals
 Southwest Michigan Planning Commission
 Bangor South Haven Heritage Water Trail Association
 Michiana Paddlers 
 City of South Haven (E.coli)
 Village of Paw Paw (Maple Lake)
 Van Buren MSUE
 The Depot
 Foundry Hall
 Michigan Maritime Museum
 Healthy Water Rural Pride (Allegan County Conservation District)
 Celery Pond Advocates



 Website
 Campaigns
◦ Who Do I Call?
◦ P-Ban
◦ Buffers

 Workshops/Tours
◦ Green Infrastructure
◦ Wetlands

 Committees and Meetings
◦ Village of Paw Paw - Maple Lake
◦ Van Buren Co. Planning Commission

 Events
◦ Earth Day
◦ River Rescue



“We want this website to be a one-stop-shop for people wanting information on 
water quality issues in our community.  We believe that being informed and 
engaged is the key to making this community one of the best places to live and 
play.  We all want clean water, and this website will help get the message out on 
how to protect and improve our precious waterbodies.”   -

www.TwoRiversCoalition.org





Zero-in-the-Middle
Allegan County Effective January 1, 2009
Van Buren County Effective January 1, 2010
State of Michigan







Over 90 
participants







“Farmers can protect water quality 
by putting vegetation buffer 
zones between their cropland 
and nearby streams.  These so-
called filter strips prevent 
sediments and chemicals from 
washing into waterways. By 
encouraging the practice and 
seeking financial support for it 
from the federal government and 
private foundations, the DEQ 
could boost clean water and 
agriculture while also expanding 
wildlife habitat.” – Dan Wyant



Contacts – 400        506
Members – 75 86
Annual mtg – 65         ?





Donations still being accepted 
until 12/31/2010 at 
www.firstgiving.com/kevinhaight 

Goal - $2,000
Raised - $1,368.50  (68%)





 Watervliet Dam Removal
 City of South Haven – water 

quality monitoring

 Village of Paw Paw – 319 grant application
for Maple Lake/South Branch

 Wetland Protection and Restoration
 Van Buren County Master Plan
 Buffers
 Paw Paw River Water Trail
 Build more 

partnerships!



 Renew TRC membership
 Take an active role
 Tell others about the 
issues & about TRC

 Talk to your local officials 
 Talk to your kids


